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PREFACE. 


Tur Editor being apprehensive that the 
surprising adventures which befel the he- 
roine of the following history, may give 
it rather the air of romance than a genuine 
account, and consequently have less effect 
on the mind of the reader than 1s requisite, 
to induce them to avoid the errors of some 
of the persons concerned, and imitate the 
virtues of others; he therefore begs leave 
to assure the Public, that there is not a 
single incident inserted which owes any 
thing to fiction, but the whole is related 
with all the exactitude and simplicity of 
truth. 

Both sexes may find in this history good 
precepts for the improvement of their 
morals,———A just remorse, arising from a 
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consciousness of guilt, in LorHARIO— 
patience and courage, under the most 
Shocking of all distresses, in JemMima— 
and hospitality and charity in the worthy 
lady who relieved her, are all too beauti- 
fully painted, not to make the sensible 
3 reader deeply affected with them. 


— o 
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ADVENTURES, 


Sc. Sc. 


es 


M. EDWARD RussELL (the father of our 
heroine) was left, by the good management and 
frugality of his anceſtors, in poſſeſſion of a very 
conſiderable fortune. He married a virtuous 


young lady, by whom he had a numerous offspring. 


Every year bringing an increaſe to his family, one 
would imagine ſhould have made him induſtrious 
for the improvement of a patrimony, out of which, 
ſo many had a claim for proviſion: but, alas ! the 
immoderate love of pleafure prevailed above pa- 
ternal affection; he was ſo paſſionately devoted to 
all the luxuries of life, that he ſeemed not content 


with thoſe he ſaw enjoyed by others, but was con- 


tinuaily inventing new modes of indulging every 


inordinate inclination ; and ſtill the more. expen- 
ſive they proved, the more he hugged himſelf. 
with having it-in his power to put them in prac-. 
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tice. But Mr, Ruſſell did not long poſſeſs the 
means of rioting in ſuch voluptuouſneſs. A few 
years waſted all he had been maſter of in the 
world, and he fell/into the extremeſt poverty: 
his wife, who for ſome time had languiſhed under 
the apprehenſions of what ſhould befall them, 
could not ſupport the ills ſhe had foreſeen, and 
died of a broken heart ; all their children, except 
our heroine, were ſeized with various diſtempers, 
and bore their mother company in the grave. 
 JEMIMA, a girl of about twelve years of age, 
was left alone to feel the miſeries thoſe dear rela- 
tions were exempted from by death, while he, 
who had brought them on all, who ought to have 
been dear to him, ſeemed inſenſible of his errors, 
and continued diſpoſing of 'every thing of value, 
either about his houſe and perſon, till there was 
nothing left to ſell; He then obtained credit for 
4 while ; but at length his creditors, becoming 
acquainted with bis circumftances, threw him into 
priſon, whence not one friend made any efforts to 
redeem him, and he died in a ſhort time, 

Even the young Jemima might have been ob» 
liged to have recourſe to public charity for a 
wretched ſuſtenance, had not Mrs. Ray mond ad- 
mitted her into her family. This lady, who was 
own lifter to Mr. Ruſſell, was a widow, had a 
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large jointure, and no child; yet did ſhe not take 
her little neice through any motive of compaſſion 
or affection; for, like her brother, ſhe was too 
great a lover of herſelf, and the pleaſures of the 
world, to have the leaſt true regard for any thing 
beſide, but merely to avoid the ſhame of having 
it ſaid, that one ſo near to her in blood ſhould 
wear the livery of the pariſh. The treatment, 
however, which poor Jemima received, was little 
better than that ſhe would have met with in any 
of thoſe places from which her aunt made a great 
merit of preſerving her. The education allowed 
het would riot have been ſufficient to have enabled 
her to ſupport thoſe ſhocks of fate which after- 
wards befel her, had ſhe not been endued by na- 
ture with all thoſe qualifications which moſt others 

acquire but with labour and difficulty. Without 
the help of precept, ſhe was bleſt with an itinate 

piety and refignation to the Divine will. As ſbe 
knew very well the misfortuues ta which ſhe was 
reduced by her father's il} management, and the 
little profpeR ſhe had of living in the world ace 

cording to her birth, ſhe refleted,; that all that 

could make her eaſy under her preſent or future 

ſufferings, was patience and hurwlify ; and there- 

fore endeavoured, as much as poſſible, not to 

think on the pleaſures which thoſs of great for- 
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tunes enjoyed, but on the little wants and exi- 
gencies of thoſe who either were born to nothing, 
or, like herſelf, were deprived of their firſt hopes.. 
She obſerved, that to be poor, was not always to 
be miſerable ; and that riches were frequently not 
accompanied with happineſs. This enabled her 
to know, that content was ſufficient to render any 
ſtation comfortable, and that without it all was 
wretchedneſs. In ſhort, without any aid from 
books, ſhe was a philoſopher in her way of think- 
ing at fifteen. 

As to her perſon, ſhe was rather above the 
middle ſtature, perfectly well turned, eaſy and 
genteel in her carriage : if the features of her face 
could not be ſaid to be caſt in the mould of beauty, 
there was yet a great deal of regularity and har- 
mony in them ; which, joined witha very delicate 
complexion, fine hair and teeth, and a certain 
ſweetneſs, with the happy compoſure of her mind, 
| diffuſed through all her air, made her appear ex- 
tremely lovely. Many, indeed, there were Who 
| thought her ſo ; but the misfortunes of her tamily 
| prevented them from making their addreſſes on 
| an honourable ſcore, as did the modeſty of her 
behaviour from approaching her on any other; 
and ſhe lived till the age of eighteen, without 
being able to ſay ſhe had any one man ho de- 
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clared himſelf her lover. But among the num- 
ber of thoſe who had long in ſecret admired her, 
there was one, whom we ſhall call LOoTHARIO, 
who preſuming on his great eſtate, fine perſon, 
and former ſucceſſes with the fair ſex, at laſt ven- 
tured to acknowledge his paſſion to her. This 
zentleman had been a frequent viſitor of Mrs, 
Raymond, and the charms he found in her young 
neice made him more ſo: he had many opportu- 
nities of converſing with the object of his paſſion 
without any notice being taken of it by the aunt, 
who, as has been already obſerved, was not very 
aſſiduous concerning her; and he had the artifice 
to contrive it ſo, as to be there as much as poſlible, 
when either by her being not up, or gone abroad, 
he ſhould have no interruption from that quarter. 
Jemima thought it was her duty, in the abſence 
of her aunt, to entertain him with all imaginable 
reſpe&, before he diſcovered his ſentiments in fa- 
vour of herſelf; and ſhe afterwards, at leaft for 


a good while, was not ſenſible ſhe ought to change 


her manner of behaviour in regard to him. 

Great was the progreſs he had made in her af- 
fection, before ſhe ſuſpected he had any other de- 
ſign upon her than ſuch as her prudence, as well 
as inclination, would permit her to encourage; 


but happening to be alone with him one evening, 
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he began to take ſome liberties which very much 
alarmed her modeſty, and puſhing him from her, 
« How, Lothario !” cried ſhe, © Is this treat- 
ment befitting you to give a woman of virtue ? 
or could you think me worthy of an honourable 
paſſion, if I would ſubmit to bear it? Theſe 
words, and the looks and geſtures with which 
they were accompanied, ſoon made him deſiſt ; 
but he knew ſo well how to excuſe the boldneſs 
he had been guilty of, by the exceſs of his paſſion, 
that the woman in her ſoul prevailed in his favour, 
and ſhe conſented to a reconciliation. 

He had no ſooner taken his leave of her, and 
ſhe had leiſure to reflect on what paſſed between 
them, than all thoſe apprehenſions, which are the 
' ſureſt guardians of virgin innocence, roſe in their 
full force upon her troubled mind. On recollect- 
ing the many paſſionate and tender declarations 
he had made to her, ſhe found there was not one 
that gave her any aſſurance that he intended to 
paſs his life with her: no mention had ever been 
made of matriage; and though he profeſſed to have 
for her the extremeſt love, yet her own good ſenſe, 
as well as the report of the world, convinced her, 
that there requires more art in the proſecution of 
a lawleſs flame, than in one whole purſuit is ho- 
nourable. She trembled, therefore, leſt in all he 
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had faid to her he had no other view than her ruin; | 


and the ſecret inclinations ſhe found towards him 
in her own heart, heightened her terrors on this 
ſcore : ſhe knew ſhe loved, and dreading, that in 
ſome unguarded moment that love might prove 

the deſtruction of her virtue, reſolved to ſound 
| the bottom of his deſign, which, if ſhe perceived 
was not conformable to thoſe rules ſhe wiſhed it 
might be, to tear herſelt from his converſation, 
dear as it was to her, and never ſee him more, 

She was, however, in ſome debate within her- 
ſelf in what manner ſhe ſhould break the matter 
to him. Her native modeſty would not ſuffer her 
to be the firſt to propoſe marriage, which ſhe juſtly 
thought ſhould always be the province of the man, 
and knew not how to utter what ſhe would havg 


bluſhed to have heard from her lover, much as 


ſhe in ſecret wiſhed it. To write her mind alſo on 
this affair, ſeemed little leſs bold; but ſhe found 
an abſolute neceſſity of knowing what ſhe had to 
expect from him; and this was the method ſhe at 
laſt made choice of. But how often did ſhe begin, 
and leave off, examine what ſhe had ſaid,—then 
tear the paper, thinking it confeſſed too much. — 
Long it was before ſhe could find any words 
which would not ſhock her timidity, and at the 
ame time expreſs her meaning. However, after 
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various efforts, that reſolution, which ſhe ſtill 
perſiſted in, enabled her to complete a letter, in 
the following terms: 


To LOTHARIO. 
SIR, | 

Tus little experience I have in writing letters, eſpe- 
cially to your ſex, renders this a preſumption, which 
can be excuſed by nothing but the cauſe that enforces 
me to it. You know, Sir, the misfortunes of my fa- 
mily, and that I have nothing but my virtue and repu- 
tation which I can call my own: the firſt will doubtleſs 
call in queſtion the two others, ſhould I continue to 
liſten to the addreſſes of a gentleman of your fortune. 
Permit me, therefore, for the future to deny myſelf the 
honour of your viſits ; the diſparity between us will not 
allow me to think you condeſcend to make them for any 
other end than your amuſement, and however low I am 

reduced, have too much pride to be the property of it. 
Mere it poſſible (which I am far from the vanity of 
imagining) that you really found any thing in me worthy 
of a ſerious attachment, you are very ſenſible I am un- 
der the care of a relation, who ought to be made ac- 
quainted with it, and whom you cannot ſuppoſe will 
make any objections to what ſhe finds is for the true in- 

tereſt of one who ſhares ſo much of her own blood. 

In conſulting her on this affair, you will give the beſt 
proof of your ſincerity, and is the only means to ſatisfy 
the ſcruples of | 


JEMIMA. | 
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This letter ſhe ſent him by a chairman, not: 
caring to truſt it to any of Mrs. Raymond's ſer- 
vants, leſt they ſhould diſcover it to their lady, 
whom ſhe was very unwilling ſhould be let into 
the ſecret, till Lothario himſelf ſhould reveal it, 
which ſhe was ſometimes ready to flatter herſelf 
he would do ;—lo eaſily are we led to believe what 
we wiſh. 

As for Lothario, it is certain that the thoughts 
of making her his wife had never once entered 
his head ; nor, it is probable, that had he foreſeen 
the difficultics he now found in gaining his point, 
he never had attempted to addreſs her at all ; but 
he was determined to perſevere, Her letter, how 
ever, both aſtoniſhed and gave him infinite VEX- 
ation. He eaſily perceived by it, that ſhe had 
more reſolution and ſtrength of mind than he 
could poſſibly have expected to find from a perſon 
of her years and experience of the world; and 


how to aller it in ſuch a manner as might effee- 


tually deceive her, and at the ſame time not prove 
himſelf a deceiver, ſhould the affair ever become 
public, took him up a long conſideration. 

- Puzzled as the innocent Jemima: had been in 
dictating her epiſtle, Lothario, though an adept 


in all the arts of intrigue, was not leſs ſo to make 


a proper reply to it; nor, perhaps, would have 
4 C 
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VE&th able to do it in ſach' terms as would be'ſa- 
tstactory ts her, and yet agreeable" to his on 
defitns;” had not an invention come ſuddenly into 
MY head, perfectly conforniable to the baſeneſs of 
Nis Heart; ahd; we believe; the only one he could 
HIVE found to enſnare the perſon, whoſe undoing 
de tougit nothing too much to accompliſh, — 
Thus Lothario having formed his ſcheme, re- 
fͤrrned, to the plaln ſincerity of Jemima, an am- 
Vbigudis,” but deluſive anſwer; wherein he pro- 
ffed" it Wöuld be the greateſt joy Heaven could 
confer on him, to anticipate all ſhe could deſire; 
BUY, as he hack a fecret of importance to reveal to 
Ber, and imderftanding that Mrs. Raymogd was 
eig ag &d abrod® that evening; he therefore entreats 
& h& to be at hdjfie; When he would pay Ber a 
Mat, An dffer tier 2 tote convitieing teſtimony 
$f ks vatfdity of His flame, than the infufficient 
Ille inentiöned in her letter. | 

Tut UFFGr bad zn tine Het it ui intended 
UW ae lil eeitlüg che moſt impatiert curioſity 
M Jetihs, and trigaping her to allow him another 
private” @nhUfitien. She longed with no leſs 
GarfiOWnbfs than himſelf for the appointed hour of 
Her alt gong abroad, and his approdch, that 
Thi mint Yave the myſtery unrivalled, und all 
Ot Wat teſtimomy it was thither lover intended 
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to offet of. the — of his paſſion. Inſtigated 
by motives in which the. moſt rigid virtue can 
find nothing to condemn, ſhe received him with 
an obliging ſoftneſs, which he knowing her too 
well · to ſuſpect of affectation, looked as a, propi- 
tious omen to his wiſhes: but having before well 
weighed that ſhe wanted, nat. penetration, he had 
prepared.aud, ſtudied over the part he was to act, 
to the end that no- unguarded expreſſion ſhould 
open a way for the leaſt ſuſpicion to gain entrance, 
His firſt. ſalutation to her. had; a, more, graye air 
than ſhe, had ever ſeen in him; and when they 
were ſeated, though he began to thank her for 
the four of her letter, yet he ſeemed not in a 
hurry to explain the meaning of his reply to it, 
and pretended a kind of inward agitation; when 
perceiving he was ſilent on that ſubject, ſhe. let 
fall ſome: words, as if ſhe was a little impatient 
for an explanation. 

ſevere is my deftiny, lovely Jemima 


ho difficult is it for me to behave in ſo critical 


a conjuncture ]“ faid he, with a deep figh, © How 
were the tranſports your dear letter raiſed in me, 
allayed by the command it contained! Ho ter- 
rible was it to me, to find you exacted from me, 
a proof of my love, what would be the ruin 


of my love to comply with, yet have it not in my 
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power to convince you it would be ſo, without 
forfeiting my honour—a jewel ever ſacred to me 


dearer than my life, and next in value to my 
love!” ——Theſe words, inſtead of unfolding, 
rather heightened the myſtery ; and Jemima not 
being able to conceive any part of their meaning, 
deſired he would be more plain. 

On which, he anſwered, „Did not you inſiſt 
that I ſhould reveal the ſecret of my paſſion for 
you to Mrs. Raymond? And was not the injunc- 
tion enforced by the crue] menace of ſeeing me no 
more, in caſe of a refuſal ?””——< I know not, 
Sir,” replied ſhe, bluſhing, « whether I might 
expreſs myſelf properly on that occaſion ; but cer- 
tainly there was nothing ſo very difficult in ac- 
quainting my aunt with the ſentiments you are 
poſſeſſed of towards her neice ; provided they are 
of a nature you are not aſhamed to own.” 

„ Believe then,“ ſaid he, after ſome, moments 
of a well-counterfeited diſturbance of mind, © that 
I had not waited for the commands of Jemima 
to diſcover to her aunt all I felt for her dear kinſ- 
woman, had not that aunt given me too plain, 


. too long, and too continued proofs, that ſhe thinks 


more favourably of me than I ever wiſhed.” _ 
« How !” exclaimed Jemima, © can ſuch a thing 


be poſſible! ' Then pauſed, and reflecting on 
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many paſſages ſhe had obſerved in the conduct of 
her aunt, in regard to other gentlemen, heſitated 
but very little, before ſhe yielded all her faith to 
what Lothario alledged. 

The truth is, that Mrs. Raymond, to ſay no 
worſe of her, was one of the greateſt coquets of 
the age, vain, gay, and extravagantly envious and 
malicious againſt thoſe charms ſhe ſaw preferred 
to her own; and this perfect knowledge of her 
diſpoſition made Jemima now reflect that ſhe was 
not a very proper perſon for a confidant, even 
though ſhe had been leſs intereſted than Lothario 
pretended. She gave an implicit credit, however, 
to what he ſaid; though, in fact, there was not 
one ſyllable of truth in what he inſinuated of 
Mrs. Raymond's affection for him; and, it muſt 


be owned, he could not have hit on a more 


plauſible invention to remove all the ſcruples Je- 
mima had entertained on his keeping his paſſion 
for her a ſecret to that lady. 

Lothario being convinced, by her behaviour, 
that he had nothing to apprehend on that account, 
now began to renew the buſineſs of his paſſion ; 
he ſeemed to chide the diffidence ſhe had expreſſed 
of his honour —proteſted he never had a thought 


or wiſh tending to the prejudice of her virtue, 


and had no other aim in view than making her 
— 5 


! 
14 
| 
1 
| 
FE 


18 ADVENTURES OF 


his wife. The misfortunes of your family,” 
ſaid he, „ are of no conſequence to me, who, 
you know, have an eſtate ſufficient to ſupport us 
in more grandeur than is needful for happineſs: 
but I have a mother, who, I grieve to ſay, is of 


a far different way of thinking. All the perfec- 
tions that Heaven could beſtow on human nature, 


would be to her of no eſtimation, if wealth and 
opulence were not added. This unhappy temper 
in her has prevented me from making thoſe public 
declarations I otherwiſe ſhould have been proud 


to have done, of my inviolable attachment to you. 


As ſhe has been the beſt and moſt tender parent to 
me, and is now extremely ancient, I tremble at 


the thoughts of ſending her to her grave perhaps 


ſooner than nature intended, and with the diſſatis- 
faction of ſeeing me 7 the only ching ſhe never 


would forgive in me.” 
Here he ceaſed to ſpeak; but Jemima's thoughts 


were at this inſtant in too great perplexity to make 


him an immediate anſwer. In the mean time he 


looked earneſtly upon her face, and eaſily perceiv- 
ing, by the various changes in her countenance, 
every emotion as it roſe and fell in her ſoul, found 
his work was not yet perfectly completed; and 


that it required the whole art he was maſter of to 
beguile a maid, whoſe own innocence and ſimpli- 
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city of mind did not prevent her from being ex- 
tremely cautious of the wiles of others. He there- 
fore uſed all the endearing expreſſions that love 
and wit could form, joined with every ſolemn pro- 
teſtation that could inſure her of his faith, to per- 
ſuade her to enter into a contract with him, and 
exchange vows to live mutually for each other, 
till the death of the old lady ſhould remove the 
only obſtacle which, he pretended, was between 
him and the conſummation of his happineſs. 
The heart of Jemima was in reality too much 
engaged to Lothario. She looked, therefore, on 
this requeſt as an undoubted proof of his love and 
honour ; and thought it would be equally ungrate- 
ful to him, as well as unjuſt to herſelf, not to 
comply with it. The engagement between them 
was as firm as words could make it ; but Jemima 
did not at that moment conſider the invalidity of 
a verbal contract without witneſſes, and never 
once exacted, or even mentioned a deſire that it 
ſhould be put into writing: which, doubtleſs, 
was owing to the hurry of ſpirits the former part 


of his diſcourſe, concerning her aunt, had put her 


into; and when afterwards ſhe had leiſure to re- 
flect, ſhe feared to betray a want of confidence 
in him, which ſhe knew not how far he might 


reſent, Both parties, indeed, were ſyfficiently ſa- 
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tisfied with what they had done: Jemima ima- 
gined ſhe had by it ſecured herſelf a huſband whom 
ſhe infinitely loved, and with whom ſhe ſhould 
one day live in all that ſplendor which is ſo en- 
chanting to a young heart, though ever ſo well 
fortified with virtue and diſcretion. Lothario, 
on the other hand, flattered himſelf that he had, 
by this means, put her off her guard, and lulled 
to ſleep all thoſe ſcruples which had hitherto pre- 
vented him from the accompliſhment of his diſho- 
nourable deſign upon her innocence, He would 
not, however, too ſuddenly ſeem to take advan- 
tage of the contract, leſt ſuch behaviour ſhould, 
as no doubt it would, make her believe, that all 
his profeſſions of fidelity were no other than ſnares 
to deceive her ; but by degrees he became more 
free; and whenever ſhe attempted to repulſe any 
liberty ſhe thought too great Are you not my 
wife?“ would he ſay to her; © though the cere- 
mony of the church be yet uncelebrated, the vows 
we have exchanged are the eſſential parts of mar- 
riage ; you ought not, then, to deny every thing 
to my impatient paſſion.” —— To which ſhe al- 
ways reſolutely anſwered, that ſhe ſhould ever 
look upon her ſoul as his wife, but as to her per- 
ſon, it muſt remain pure and undefiled, *till thoſe 
myſtic words ſhould be pronounced, which alone 
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had the power of converting two diſtinct bodies 
into one. He affected to laugh at the logical de- 
finition ſhe gave of the union of marriage ; but 
was not a little diſappointed to find all the artifices 
he had practiſed with ſucceſs on others, had not 
the deſired effect on her. He had now but one 
card more to play, and that was to perſuade her 
to marry him privately; alledging, in the firſt 
place, the ardor of his paſſion ; and, in the next, 
the danger of their ſecret intercourſe being diſco- 
vered by her aunt ; who, he ſaid, would doubtleſs 
be malicious enough to do every thing in her 
power to ſeparate them for ever. This was an 
offer which Jemima had not power to refuſe ; not 
only becauſe her heart took a part in it, but alſo 
becauſe her reaſon ſeemed to approve it. She re- 
flected, that the ſacred ceremony was not leſs 
binding for not making a great noiſe ; that private 
marriages were almoſt as frequent as public ones; 
that nobody could condemn her for ſecuring to 
herſelf ſo great a fortune; and that, as it was the 
laſt and greateſt teſtimony of his honourable in- 
tention towards her, it would be rather an over- 
ſtrained modeſty than real prudence to refuſe ac- 
cepting it. She conſented, therefore, to what he 
defired, providing only, that none of the neceſſary 
forms of marriage ſhould be wanting. 
6 D 
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Lothario aſſured her, that he ſhould be no leſs 
careful than herſelf in that point ; that he had one 
friend whom he would venture to confide in, and 
who ſhould perform the office of father; that he 
would take care to provide a licenſe from Doctors 
Commons, and a ring; only deſiring ſhe would 
conſent that the ceremony might be performed in 
ſome private room; becauſe it was impoſſible to 
anſwer, but ſome accident might betray the whole 
affair, if it were celebrated in a church, notwith- 
ſtanding all the caution that could be obſerved. 

As ſhe knew that nothing was more cuſtomary, 
among perſons of condition, than marriages of 
this nature, ſhe made not the leaſt objection as to 
the place he judged proper for the performance. — 
'This material point being ſettled, they proceeded 
to others in relation to her way of life after mar- 
riage, In the firſt place, ſhe was to quit her 
aunt's houſe on the very day, and retire to lodgings 
he ſhould prepare for her ; and as they could not 
cohabit together, he was to paſs only for one of 
her kindred when he came to viſit her : that when- 
ever he went out of town, he was to ſupply her 
with a ſufficiency to defray all expences ſhe could 
poſſibly be at till his return: that he ſhould write 
conſtantly during his abſence, but without ſubſcrib- 
ing his real name ; and that her anſwers ſhould al- 
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ways be ſa contrived, as to paſs for thoſe of a 
gentleman of her acquaintance, in caſe any of 
them ſhould he intercepted either by his mother 
or any other perſon. 

All other preliminarieg being fixed, to the ſa- 
tisfaction of both parties, Lothario prepared lodg- 
ings for Jemima, a ring, licenſe, and every other 
requiſite far the nuptials the very next day; and 
the enſuing one, early in the morning, ſhe packed 
up her clothes, and quitted her aunt's houſe, leav- 
ing the following letter, directed for her: 


To my honoured AUNT, 
Madam, 


AN opportunity now offering of eaſing you of the 
trouble I have ſo many years been to you, I gladly em- 
brace it ; and hope you will pardon my not acquainting 
you either with the motives of my departure, or the 
place to which I go. Be aſſured there are ſtrong reaſons 
for my acting in this manner; and that wherever I am, 
I ſhall do nothing that may call a bluſh into the face of 
any of my family. Think and ſpeak, therefore, fa- 
vourably of me, I beſeech you, Madam, till the ſitu- 
ation of my affairs permits me to acquaint you with the 
truth, and the world ſhall be made ſenſible of the for- 
tune of, Madam, 

Your moſt obedient neice, 
and humble ſervant, 


JEMIMA\, 
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With a heart perfectly at eaſe, and unapprehen- 
five of any future ſtorms in her voyage of life, did 
our Jemima now launch out into the wide ocean 
of the world: ſhe diſcerned not the rocks and 
fands which lay between her and that harbour of 
calm delights, fo enchanting in the proſpect; nor 
ſhad ſhe ſkill to ſee the gathering clouds, which 
were that inſtant preparing to burſt with fury on 
her head. It muſt be confeſſed, ſhe had behaved 
with a diſcretion ſuperior to her years, and ſuch 
as not all her ſex, who loved as well as ſhe did, 
would have been able to preſerve, amidſt ſo many 
temptations.— But, alas] how weak are all the 
efforts of female wit an a lover armed for 
their undoing ! ere: 

Lothario, who neren meint to perform one of 
all the promiſes he had made her, finding it im- 
poſſible to gain her on any other terms than mar- 
riage, and bent not to be fruſtrated in his wiſh, 
reſolved to deceive her by a mock ceremony ; and 
for that purpoſe got a fellow, who was a depend- 
ant on him, to perſonate a clergyman ; his own 
valet de chambre, whom ſhe had never ſeen, was 
habited like a country gentleman, and acted the 
part of the friend he had told her of, in giving her 
hand. To add to the ſeeming, fincerity of the 
thing, when he pronounced after the ſham parſon 
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the words, With all my worldly goods I thee 
endow,” he put into her hand a purſe, containing 
a hundred pieces of old gold. When the cere- 
mony was over, he invited the pretended doctor 
and gentleman to partake of an entertainment he 
had cauſcd to be prepared at a neighbouring tavern 
but they both excuſed themſelves, being ordered 
to do fo, fearing, no doubt, that Jemima might 
diſcover ſomething by their behaviour, that did 
not appear of a piece with the characters they re- 
preſented. Indeed, not only in this, but in every 
thing elſe, he preſerved ſuch extreme caution to 
prevent her having the leaſt ſuſpicion how cruelly 
ſhe had been betrayed, that not even the bare 
poſſibility of ſuch an attempt had ever once entered 
her head. She lived, therefore, happy, becauſe 
contented: ſhe had not been accuſtomed to much 
public diverſion; nor was ſhe ſo deſirous of it as 
moſt young people are; her aunt, though the 
gayeſt woman in the world, and a continual ſharer 
in all the modiſh pleaſures of the town, had always 
confned her at home, working ſome curious or- 
nament or other for her dreſs, or elſe employed in 
family affairs; ſo that living in the manner ſhe 
was now obliged to do, in order for her conceal- 
ment, was not at all irkſome to her; the had for 
ſome hours, almoſt every day, the company of the 
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man ſhe loved, and knew no want of any other. 
But this halcyon ſeaſon laſted but a ſhort time: 
buſineſs, or a ſatiety of the charms he had taken 
ſo much pains to gain, now called him into the 
country. Prepared as ſhe was for this change, by 
the knowledge that he did not live conſtantly in 
town, ſhe could not think of parting without 
inexpreſſible agonies. He did not, indeed, fail 
to comfort her the beſt he could, and aſſured her 
he would contrive to make his abſence as ſhort as 
poſſible; nor did her inexperience of mankind 
enable her to diſcover, that what he ſaid to her 
were rather words of courſe, than — from 
the ſincere ardor of affection. 

: Soon after he was gone, ſhe found herſelf preg- 
nant. She wrote the news of it to him, in the 
character of a third perſon, as had been agreed on 
between them; and received for anſwer, that he 
would not have her under any concern about her 
ſituation, for he ſhould not fail to take proper care 
both of her and the infant ſhe ſhould bring into 
the world; but expreſſed nothing of that ſatisfac- 
tion, at hearing ſhe was about to make him a fa- 
ther, Which might have been expected from a 
huſband, who ſo tenderly loved his wife, as ſhe 
had flattered herſelf he did her. She could not 
help being a little alarmed at it at firſt, but the 
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conſideration that the fear of his letter bging in- 
tercepted, might lay ſome reſtraint upon him, 
joined to the confidence ſhe had both in his love 
and honour, ſoon diſſipated all - uneaſy.. reflections 
on that ſcore, In about four months after, he 


— 


returned to town; but his preſence, which ſhe 
had imagined would give her perfect happineſs, 
in a great meaſure deſtroyed what the had enjoyed 
in his abſence. While he continded in the coun- 
try, ſhe was every day pleaſing herſelf, that the 
time of his approach ſtill grew more near, and 
indulging the idea of thoſe felicitics ſhe doubted 


not but his arrival would beſtow : but when ſhe 


ſaw him, how were thoſe golden hopes fruſtrated! 
His words, indeed, were obliging, but his looks 
gave the lye to his tongue ; his eyes, thoſe true 
intelligences of the heart, no longer ſparkled with 
that impatient ardor which once was the indica- 
tion of his paſſion : the vilits he made her were 
much ſhorter. than uſual ; he was always full of 
buſineſs, always in a hurry ; and whenever ſhe 
mentioned the condition ſhe was in, and ſeemed 
to lament, that a child really begot in honour, 
ſhould, art its . firſt entrance into the world, be 
looked upon as the offspring of ſhame, he only 
affected to laugh at her romantic notions, as he 
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to be quite eaſy; that the fineſt women in the 
world had gone through the ſame ; and that when 
once the time arrived that he ſhould acknowledge 
her for his wife, ſhe would be amply recompenſed. 
All this Jemima knew as well as he, and had often 
reflected on as the only comfort under her preſent 
ſituation ; but then ſhe thought the remonſtrance 
did not ſo well become him, and that the delicacy 
of his paſſion ſhould have made him rather grieve 
that ſhe could not appear at preſent with all the 
advantages of being his wife. She did not, how- 
ever, make any complaints on this ſcore; and 
though ſhe had too much reaſon to ſuſpeR a very 
great decay in his affection, yet ſhe only endea- 
youred, by all the endearments in her power, to 
awaken it to its former energy, without letting 
him know ſhe perceived any alteration. ——But 
what ſecret anguiſh ſhe endured while acting in 
this manner, let any woman, whoſe prudence has 
enabled her to do the ſame, be judge. 

As for Lothario, he gave himſelf no trouble to 
dive into her ſentiments, but contented himſc1f 
with finding ſhe made him no reproaches.— The 
truth is, he was now entirely taken up with a 
new object The charms of a lady in the coun- 
try had rendered him utterly forgetful of thoſe he 
left in town; nor did his return to Jemima calb 
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back any of thoſe languiſhments he cnce had felt 
for her. He ſtayed no longer in London than 
ſome buſineſs, which brought him up, abſolutely 
obliged him to do; and when he took his leave of 
Jemima, ordered her not to write to him till ſhe 
ſhould receive a letter from him; becauſe, as he 
ſaid, he was going to paſs the hunting ſeaſon with 
ſome relations in a diſtant county, and could not 
fix any place to which they might with ſafety be 
directed. This ſtory, though invented merely to 
avoid the trouble of her letters, and the pains of 
diſkmulation in anſwering them, was believed, as 

truth by Jemima ; aud though ſhe regretted the 
ſuſpenſion of the only pleaſure ſhe could enjoy in. 
his abſence, yet ſhe did not murmur at the occaſion. 

Many weeks paſlcd, after his departure, with- 
out any letter from him; and as the expiration of 
her pregnancy drew near, her anxieties increaſcd3 
but what augmented her diſtreſs, the people with 
whom ſhe lodged, having all along regarded her 
as a kept miſtreſs, (and indeed had no reaſon to 
think otherwiſe) told her that ſhe muſt not expect 
to lie-in at their houſe; that her being there ſo 
lang had occaſioned much talk in the neighbour- 
hood; and that if ſhe did not ſpeedily remove, 
they ſhould be obliged to ſend to the officers of 
the pariſh, 
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The reader may eaſily conceive what Jemima 
felt on this occaſion. —In vain ſhe offered to de- 
pofit i their hands more than the ſum that would 
have been demanded by the pariſh, All ſhe could 
ſuy had not the leaſt effect on their inexorable 
Hearts : they told her, that it was by the reputa- 
tion of their houſe they lived; that they would 
have no baſtard born among them; and, in ſhort, 
reproached her in a manner which would have 
made any one, lefs ſincere to her promiſe, declare 


the whole truth : but the duty ſhe owed Lothario, 


' a huſband the obligation he had laid her under 


of keeping their martiage a ſecret, and the firm 
belief ſhe efttertained that her innocence would 
one day be cleared, gave her patience to ſuſtain, 


not only this ſhock, but alſo many others which 
the afterwards met with. However, her youth, 


condition, and the good-nature and complaiſance 
ſhe had always behaved with in their family, at 
length wrought fo fat upon them, that they pro- 
miſed to ſpeak to a midwife of their acquaintance,- 
with whom ſhe might live till delivered of her 
child, and ſhe thought fit, for a ſum of money, 
leave it behind her, to be diſpoſed of ſo as never 
to be troubleſome to her. | 

The firſt part of this offer was too agreeable to 
Jemima not to be accepted with thanks; but the 
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hater ſhocked her foul, to think there could ha 
women in the world capable of ſuch barbarity to 
their children, as to leave them ta the mercy of 
thoſe mercenary creatures. She expreſſed no part 
of her ſentiments on that head to them, perceiving 
they were fixed in this opinion; and any thing 
ſhe could urge in vindicatian of herſelf, would ap- 


pear no more than the affectation of a virtue ſhe 


was far from putting into real practice. 

A bargain, though at a very extravagant rate, 
being made, Jemima remoyed, with an aching 
heart, to her new hahitation; where, however; 
the fawning behaviour of the waman (which ſhe 
miſtook for good nature and compaſſion) rendered 
her in a little time more eaſy. As ſhe had now 
| more reaſon than ever to be impatient for a letter 
from Lothario, which till ſhe received ſhe could 
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not write to him, and the people whom ſhe had 


lodged with having aſſured her that the moment 
one directed for her ſhould arrive, they would 


At leaſt ſhe was ſo, till a much longer time than 
ſhe expected paſſod over without any letter being 
brought, The hour of her delivery being come, 
ſhe found herſelf the mother of two ſans Now 
it was ſhe began to think it cruel in him, who 
alone had the power of comforting her, to ſhew 


ſend it to her, ſhe was alſo ſatisfied on that ſcore. 


32 ADVENTURES or 


ſo little regard to what might be her fate. Let 
any one figure to themſelves her melancholy ſitu- 
ation No huſband, no relation, no friend about 
her, to alleviate that rack of nature, in which all 
the tenderneſs that can be ſhewn, and every kind 
of conſolation that can be given, is neceſſary to 
render it ſupportable.— Vet how trifling were the 
forrows ſhe now endured, compared with thoſe 
ſhe was ſoon after obliged to bear 
* She had not long been confined to her maternal 
bed before her maid, whom ſhe had hired after 
leaving her aunt's huuſe, and had been recom- 
mended to her by the people with whom ſhe 
lodged, went away privately in the night, taking 
with 'her every article of value poor Jemima. 
was miſtreſs of! not only her money, but her 
watch, à diamond ſolitaire, and ſeveral other. 
trinkets, (which Lothario, in his days of fondneſs, 
had beſtowed on her) leaving her nothing for de- 
fraying the expences of the place ſhe was in, and 
fupporting herſelf and children, but a few clothes. 
Although this was a great loſs, Jemima felt not 
half the ghet of it at firſt ; ſhe conſidered her- 
felf as matted to a man who could, and ſhe had 
no doubt would, repair it amply; therefore did 
not give herſelf much uneaſineſs about it. But 
the Fine in which women in her condition uſually. 
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keep their chamber, was expired, and ſhe had re- 
ceived no letter from Lothario, the then began to 
feel how truly miſerable ſhe was. No nuffe pro- 
vided for her children—no money to defray the 
charges of her lying-in—the late cringing beha- 
viour of the wid wife now turned to ſourneſs, and 
threats of putting her out of the houſe In this 
terrible ſituation, ſhe ventured to write. to Lotha- 
rio; and with much perſuaſions prevailed with the 
woman to permit her to ſtay, till ſuch time as 
ſhe might reaſonably expect an anfwer, 
After ſome time, however, no anſwer coming, 
the wretch compelled Jemima to fell her clothes, 
in order for the payment of her money; and then 
turned her out of doors, with both her children 
. Behold her now a wretched wanderer No 
friend to relieve her !—no habitation in which ſhe 
might ſhelter herſelf and infants from the incle- 
mency of the air — To have recourſe to her aunt, 
ſeemed. little, promiſing ; yet did ſhe venture to 
write to her, letting her know ſhe was married, 
though not to whom; and beſeeching ſhe would 
afford her ſome relief, or at leaſt not to ſuffer her 
two. babes to periſh, for want of propet care being 
taken of them. She obtained leave to fit in a 
ſhop while ſhe wrote this letter, and ſent it by a 
boy that run on errands for the neighbourlſÞbad ; 
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but that inhuman woman was ſo far from taking 
any compaſſion on her ſituation, that ſhe ordered 
one of her maids to go to the place where the boy 
faid ſhe was, and tell her ſhe would have nothing 
to do with her; that if one ſhilling would ſave 
her and her brats from ſtarving, ſhe ſhould not 
have it from her; and that if ſhe durſt come into 
the neighbourhood where ſhe lived, ſhe would 
ſend her to the. houſe of correction. The poor 
girl was obliged to obey her lady in delivering 
this cruel meſſage, but ſoftened it as much as her 
capacity, or indeed the meaning of it, would per- 
mit. Though Jemima, who knew perfectly well 
the ſeverity of her aunt's temper, and had armed 
herſelf againſt the worſt ſhe had. to expect, yet 
the could not bear this unnatural reply to her re- 
gueſt, without ſwooning away; the people of the 
ſhop had the compaſſion to give her a glaſs of wa- 
ter with ſome drops; but, as ſoon as ſhe recovered, 
defired ſhe would go, as they knew not what might 
happen, and ſhe having two children with her. 
Mrs. Raymond's maid could not forbear ſhed- 
ding tears, to ſee a perſon, on whom ſhe had 
once waited, reduced to this miſerable condition, 
and put three ſhillings into her hand, which was 
all ſhe at that time was miſtreſs of. Poor Jemima 
thank her with a humility befitting her preſent 
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ſtate; but told her, that whatever the opinion of 
the world might be of her, ſhe did not doubt but 
in a ſhort time to be able to repay her with more 
than an equal number of guineas. 

She now went to ſeveral houſes which had bills 
for lodgings on their windows, hoping to get ſome 
ſhelter till ſhe could write again to Lothario ; but 
the little family ſhe had in her arms prevented 
every one from taking her in; and it growing 
towards dark, ſhe was adviſed to go to an inn, 
where even there ſhe could not be admitted, till 
ſhe had conſented to be locked all night into her 
chamber ; fo fearful were they of her going away, 
and leaving the children on their hands. 


How dreadful was this night to our unhappy 


ſufferer !—With what floods of tears did the fair 
forlorn hang over the dear babes, and mourn their 
wants more than her own—while they, inſenſible 
of their misfortunes, fed from their mother's breaſt; 
ſmiled in her face, and ſeemed to chide her griefs. 
Yet, was ſhe not fo loſt and overwhelmed, as to 
be incapable of reflection. She remembered thers 
was a juſt, a merciful, and an almighty Power, 
who ſaw her miſeries, and knew ſhe had not by 
any act of ſhame brought them upon herſelf; ſhe 
therefore doubted not but ſhe ſhould foon find re- 
lief, though by what means ſhe could not foreſee. 
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She had alſo the power of conſidering what was 
moſt proper to be done. Money ſhe had none, 
except that poor pittance ſne received from the 
charity of her aunt's ſervant; neither had ſhe any 
friends; ſhe had been kept ſo much confined by 
her aunt, that ſhe had an acquaintance but with 
few, an intimacy with none: a lodging ſhe found 
it was impoſſible to procure. What remedy then 
remained? Fate offered but one; and that was, 
to declare the whole ſecret of her marriage with 
Lothario, Had ſhe done that, ſhe thought it poſ- 
ſible to find ſome perſon who would ſupply her 
neceſſities, at leaſt till he could be wrote to, and 
the truth explained; but even this ſhe could not 
be aſſured of; and if ſhe had, could by no means 
think of forfeiting the promiſe ſhe had made to 
Lothario, of keeping his name and engagement 
with her a ſecret, till after the deceaſe of his 
mother, As ſhe could not be politive that he was 
either falſe or unkind, ſince many accidents at 
ſuch a diſtance might have prevented her receiving 
a letter from him, ſhe reſolved to ſuffer any thing 
rather than violate her faith. I can but die 
with my little ones for want,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
cc and life would be a misfortune to us, without 
the affection and ſupport of him from whom alone 
we can expect it.” 


After many troubleſome and confuſed thoughts, 
ſhe found the only reſource ſhe now had was to 
beg; and it ſeemed better to her to get, by ſuch 
means, into the country where Lothario dwelt, 
than to ſtay in London without a ſettled habitation z 
ſhe hoped, if ſhe had but ſtrength to walk, the 
ſight of her diſtreſs, and her two children, would 
excite the charity of ſome perſons. to give her 
ſomething towards helping her on her way; and 
that when ſhe arrived near her huſband's ſeat, ſhe 
ſhould be able to learn whether he was returned 
from the excurſion he told her of, and if he was, 
to ſend him an account where ſhe was, and the 
accidents which had brought her hither, 

Some may, perhaps, think this a ſtrange . 
lution, and find it difficult to believe it ever could 
be put in practice. Vet what elſe remained for 
her to do? — She had no other reſource, than that 
of declaring her marriage, which, as we have ob- 
ſerved, ſhe was abſolutely determined againſt. 
Early the next morning, therefore, ſhe quitted 
the inn, with her poor infants, and ſet out on 
her weary pilgrimage. The adventures which 
befel her in the courſe of it, ſhall hereafter be re- 
lated; but we muſt now return to Lothario. 
That gay, unthinking rover now gave himſelf 
"as little concern about Jemima, as about any of 
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the former victims of his too dangerous allure- 


ſubject of his ridicule. However, a fine young 
lady, with a very large fortune, being now pro- 
poſed to him for marriage, he either was, or im- 
agined himſelf, very much in love with her; he 
was at leaſt enough ſo, as that her charms eraſed 
the impreſſion made by thoſe of the unfortunate 
Jemima ; and though the firſt letters of that poor 


.creature had reached his hands, he happened to 


teceive them at times when he was in a hurry, 
going on ſome party of pleaſure with the new 
idol of his affections. We muſt,, however, do 


him the juſtice to ſay, that thoſe laſt, which con- 
tained-the-hiſtory of her diſtreſs, had not the good 


fortune to meet him for ſome time, owing to an 
accident which befel him, at a horſe-race, where 
he was:thrown from his horſe, by which accident 
ene of his legs was broke, and his body much 
bruiſed : as the ſeat of his miſtreſs's uncle was 


much nearer than his own, he was carried there, 


and the moſt ſkilful ſurgeon in thoſe parts imme- 
diately ſent for; Here he continued from the 
time Jemima was turned out of her lodging till 
ſhe had Jaid-in, and was alſo cruelly forced from 
the houſe of the midwife: the letters ſhe ſent 
tame ſafe to his houſe, but the tenderneſs of his 
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mother would ſuffer none to be ſent to him, 
thinking, if they were of no conſequence, it 
would be but impertinent to trouble him with 
them till his health was more eſtabliſhed ; and if 
they were ſuch as might be any way affecting to 
him, the knowledge of their contents might add 
to his diſorder. This good lady, however, had , 
not the curioſity to open any one that came, as ü 
there were ſeveral beſides thoſe from Jemima z i | 
for, in ſhort, ſhe was in every thing, except her 
maternal tenderneſs, the very reverſe of what her W 
ſon, to carry on his baſe deſigns, had repreſented 
her. | | * 
Heaven, long a witneſs of the wrongs Lothario 
had been guilty of to the credulous: ſex, nom 
thought fit to take the part of betrayed and diſ- 
treſſed innocence. His leg was perfectly reco- 
vered, but the inward bruiſes he received brought 
on him a decay, which was very viſible to him- 
felf as well as others; he had a continual ſoreneſs 
at his ſtomach, and an oppreſſion at his heart; in 
ſhort, he was judged to be falling into a conſump- 
tion ; and the change he felt in his frame of body, 
made an adequate change in his way of thinking. 
He reflected on the many things he had been 
guilty of, which, in the time of acting, he looked 


on only as the amuſements of youth, now as the | 
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vices of it; and all thoſe wild frolics, which once 
he imagined conftituted the character of a fine ac- 
compliſhed gentleman, ſeemed now to him to form 
that of an abandoned libertine, 

As ſoon as he was able to endure his coach, he 
was carried home, where he met with all the let- 
ters of Jemima, which, being obliged to write in 
a myſterious manner, did not ſufficiently deſcribe 
ner diſtreſs, nor indeed was the worſt part of it 
chen arrived, yet expreſſed enough to ſtrike him 
with horror at the baſe deception he had put on 
her at firſt, and his cruel fofgetfulneſs and neglect 
of her afterwards. He immediately wrote one 
general anſwer to all her letters, letting her know 
the accident that had befallen him, and conjuring 
her to be eaſy and ſatisfied till ſhe ſaw him, which, 
he told her, ſhould be as ſoon as his health would 
permit; but, in the mean time, incloſed a bank- 
dill of a hundred pounds, in order to ſatisfy the. 
fooliſh ſcruples, as he called them, of the 2 
ſhe was with. 

This letter was directed to the midwife's 3 
(for, i in her laſt, ſhe had acquainted him with be- 
ing compelled to take that aſylum) and arrived 
two days after that on which Jemima was turned 
out of doors. The woman had the impudence to 
open it, thinking the ſhould never be called in, 
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queſtion for it, or ſee Jemima more; but when 
ſhe found the tenderneſs it abounded with, and 
the air of reſpect it carried, ſhe repented of her 
temerity, and ſealed it up again, with the bill in 
it, in the beſt manner ſhe could, 

Lothario, in the mean while, became extremely 
iI: his inward weakneſs every hour increaſed ; 
he loathed his food; was unable to take any re- 
poſe, yet had not power to quit his bed; the phy- 
ſicians found him in a very deep conſumption, 
and could not flatter his afflicted mother with any 
hopes of life. He eaſily judged, by the counte- 
nances of all about him, as well as by what he 
felt internally, that he ſhould be but a very little 
time a ſharer in this world: the receiving no an- 
ſwer from Jemima to his laſt letter, greatly added 
to his diſeaſe; he concluded ſhe was dead“ per- 
haps,” ſaid he to himſelf, « through grief of my 
unkindneſs, and the barbarous treatment of thoſe 
mercenary wretches ſhe was thrown among.“ — 
At other times, he would exclaim, Heavens 
what a monſter of villany muſt I appear to the 
world, whenever this black myſtery is unravelled ! 
Was it not enough, that I betrayed her innocence, 
and triumphed over a virtue impregnable to com- 
mon arts; but muſt I alſo murder the unfortu- 
nate victim of my wild deſires !|—perhaps too, the 

11 


1 — 
* RE * 
7 — a 
G — Ad >, 4 i ens 5 ” 5 _ _ „% | 
* 5 1 by G — * — as ths n p | Ree. < 2 * | 


— | ADVENTURES OF 


nate wretches who owe their being to me! 
Horrors unſpeakable attended thefe refections: 
he fell into a kind of deſpair; but, in his calmer 
anoments, withed only that ſhe might be living, 
and that Heaven. would allow him life enough to 
make reparation for the injuries he had done her, 
and the miſeries ſhe had ſuſtained. Frequently 
Tevolving in his mind what he ought to do, he at 
laſt became determined. Accordingly, he related 
40 his mother the whole affair, ſhewing her Jemi- 
ma's letters, and explaining every paſſage : the 
old lady was extremely amazed, but far from con- 
demning the preſent ſentiments of his heart. The 
bare acknowledging his error did not now ſeem 
ſufficient for the penitent Lothario : he diſpatched 
a meſſenger to London the very ſame man who 
had performed the oſſice of father in giving her 
hand ; —he had orders to fearch for her in all parts, 
and not return till he had found her; and that in 
caſe he fhould be fo fortunate as to find her alive, 
to bring her down, in a coach and four, with her 
infants, and proper attendants for a nnen 
he declared his lawful wife. | 
His 'mind became ſomewhat 'more compoſed 
after the departure of the meſſenger, but his body 
Had little relief from medicine. His mother was 
inconſolable, but did every thing in her power to 
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camfort him; and as Ihe found the care of Jemima 
and his two ſons chirſty engraſſed his thoughts, 
gave bim oontinual aſſurances, chat if the was ſo 
milerable as to ſur vive him, thoſe perſons, To near 
aud dear to him, ſhould fhare all her tendernefs. 
The man eutrufted on this errand by Lothatio, 
went about it with a great deal of alacrityz not 
only as he perceived his mafter's peace of mind, 
perhaps his life, depended on the ſucceſs of it, but 
i :alfo:as he had always thought that the part he had 
udted\m regard to Jemima, was treacherous and 
baſe, Having, therefore, uſed the greateſt expe- 
dition, he ſperdily reached London. The firſt 
place he went to was the midwife's, whom he 
feverely reprimanded for her cruel behaviour to 
Jemima. She made what aukward excuſes ſhe 
Could; faying, if the young lady had told the 
truth, care ſhould have been taken of her and the 
children; and then, to prove her honeſty, deli- 
vered into his hands the lottery NAG: ia : 
bill before mentioned. J 
From thence he went to Mrs. — 1 
but with what a torrent of abuſe and feurrility did | 
he hear the reputation of poor Jemima aver= Þ} 
awhelmed by this barbarous woman! And when 
he endeavoured to put a ſtop to it, by aſſuring 
her ſhe was his maſter's wife ; chat he had declared 
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her ſuch to his mother, and all his friends; and 
that he himſelf had been witneſs of the marriage; 
ſhe either did not, or pretended not to believe one 
ſyllable of what he ſaid, but perſiſted in calling 
her all the opprobrious names that malice could 
invent; concluding with wiſhing that ſhe and her 
brats might be dead, that with them the ſcandal 
ſhe had brought on their family might ceaſe. 

The man was ſhocked at her brutality ; but 
perceiving that the more he eſpouſed the cauſe of 
this unhappy creature, the more it enraged her, | 
and alſo that there was no intelligence to be gained 
from this quarter, took his leave; telling her, he 
was certain that his maſter, if he lived, would 
« reſent the treatment ſhe ſo unjuſtly gave his wife. 
Where now to direct his ſearch he was entirely 
at a loſs. Being fully informed by the midwife 
of the miſerable condition in which Jemima left 
her houſe, he had recourſe to all the pariſh-nurſes, 
hoſpitals, and work-houſes, leaving no place of 
public charity without making ſtrict enquiry ; but 
could not gain the leaſt information: and after 
having rambled over the city and ſuburbs for ſe- 
veral days, without any ſucceſs, he began to fear, 
leſt in that depth of miſery ſhe had been plunged 
into, ſhe ſhould have fallen into deſpair, and put 
an end to her own life, and thoſe which ſhe had 
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no longer any means of preſerving. With a 
mind very much diſturbed with theſe ideas, he 
ſet out on his return, almoſt dreading to ſee his 
maſter's face, not being able to give him any ſa- 
tisfactory account of his embaſſy. 


Jemima's ſufferings WR ndt yet arrived to 
their period ; Heaven thought fit to try her a 
little farther, thereby to make her virtue more 
conſpicuous. While the ſervant of Lothario was 
in queſt of her, with an aſſurance of honour, 
peace, and plenty at her command, ſhe was wading 
through dangers, hardſhips, and ſorrows, which 
nothing but the Supreme Giver of courage, and 
her perfect confidence in Him, could have enabled 
her to ſuſtain. 

Slow was the progreſs ſhe made in her long 
journey, not being able to travel more than five 
or {ix miles in a whole day, though it was then 
ſummer, and the ſun ruled three parts of the 
twenty-four hours,——lt would be endleſs to re- 
count the many rebuffs ſhe met with, when 
craving aſſiſtance to help her on her way, and 
the difficulty ſhe experienced in getting lodging 
for herſelf and little ones, even though ſhe' offered 
to pay for it beforehand : the people ſcrupled to 
give her ſhelter, becauſe ſhe had not a paſs; and 
ſome were cryel enough to tell her, they were 
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ſure ſhe had been whipped out of London ; for if 
ſhe were an boneſt woman, the magiſtrates would 
not have refuſed to give her that teſtimony of her 
good behaviour. Some few, indeed, were more 
humane ; and whatever their opinion might be of 
the cauſe, the diſtreſs they ſaw her in excited 
their charity, and induced them to relieve her 
wants,—Alternately ſhe happened among ſavages 
and Chriſtians ; but even the latter, too much 
influenced by prejudice, were very ſparing of 
their bounty; and it would have been utterly 
impoſſible for her, weakened as ſhe was by hard 
living and the fatigue ſhe underwent, to proceed 
much farther, had not the Almighty now extended 
his mercy to her, and graciouſly. rewarded the 
virtue he had fo long tried. 

- - She had not reached quite the mid-way to Lo- 
thario's ſeat, before: ſhe became ſo weak that ſhe 
rather crept than walked, and ſometimes was near 
falling. Unable to ſupport the weight of both 
children at- once, ſhe would lay one down, and 
carry the other a little farther ; then place that 
in the ſame manner, and go back and fetch him 
ſhe had left behind. - By this means, though ſhe 
eaſed her burden, ſhe increaſed her ſteps. —— 
the plate.] 


Either a pebble, or piece of broken glaſs, in | 


the road, had cut one of her feet; ſhe ſat down 
under a hedge, and took off her ſhoe and ſtocking, 
when perceiving the blood run pretty freely, ſhe 
bathed it with her tears, and wiped it with an 
handerchief ſhe took out of a little bag tied to her 
fide, which contained all the poor neceſſaries ſhe 
had for herſelf and infants. Little did ſhe think 
any eye, but that of Heaven, ſaw her in this em- 
ployment, till having dreſſed her wound as well 
as ſhe could, and given ſuck to the infants, ſhe 
was preparing to proſecute her journey, but was 
prevented by a footman, who came running haſtily 
acroſs the field towards her. As ſoon as he came 
near enough to be heard by her, „Stay, good 
woman,” ſaid he; “ you ſeem to be in an ill con- 
dition to travel; my maſter and lady, who have 
obſerved you, have deſired you ſhould come to 
their houſe, and take ſome refreſhment.” She 
lifted up her hands and eyes to Heaven, in token 
of acknowledgment ; ſhe now ſaw, which before 
eſcaped her notice, the back part of a fine ſeat, di- 
rectly oppoſite to the place where ſhe had been 


ſitting,— The man took both the children out 
of her arms, and carried them, while ſhe followed, 


with a limping pace, through a gate which opened 
into the back part of the houſe. c 


48 ADVENTURES OF 
— — — 


Jemima was conducted into a parlour, where 

ſat a lady and gentleman, both middle aged, but 

who had all the virtues of humanity imprinted on 

their faces. The lady aſked her ſeveral queſtions, 

as whence ſhe came, how far ſhe intended to tra- 

vel, and the reaſon of her being reduced to ſuch a 
miſerable ſituation ? To the two former our he- 

roine anſwered with plainneſs and ſincerity ; but 

as to the latter, ſhe only ſaid, many odd circum- 

ſtances had concurred to render her ſo. The 
gentleman then ſaid, I ſuppoſe you have loſt "=" 
your huſband, and perhaps before the birth of 
theſe children.” No, Sir,” replied ſhe, © I 
hope he is {till living, and that the ſame gracious 
| Power which has helped me ſo far on my way, 
| will in the end conduct me to him.” As they 
| perceived ſhe ſpoke with ſome agitation, and the 
| marks of grief were burſting through her eyes, 3 
they would not trouble her with any farther in- 
terrogatories ; but ordered the footman to let the 
houſekeeper know it was their pleaſure that this 
unfortunate ſtranger ſhould have every thing need. 

ful for her refreſhment. Theſe commands were 
punctually obeyed ; and our fair wanderer found 

herſelf treated with no leſs tenderneſs than if ſhe 
' ſhad been really known. But the hoſpitality of 

thoſe worthy perſons did not ſtop here. They 
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would not ſuffer her to think of proſecuting her - 
journey in the manner ſhe had done : they there- 
fore informed her, that a waggon always paſſed 
by that road, which went to the place ſhe was go- 
ing to, and ſhe ſhould be put into it, with her 
children, and money given to defray the other ex- 
pences. This was joyful news to Jemima, not 
only as it would be an eaſe to her fatigue, bit 
as ſhe ſhould arrive there much ſooner than ſhe 
could propoſe to do by the way ſhe had hitherto 
travelled: and now all her prayers to Heaven 
were, that ſhe might find Lothario at her arrival. 
Should he happen to have left his ſeat, and gone 
to London,“ faid ſhe to herſelf, „while I have 
been purſuing him with theſe weary ſteps, it 
would be the extreme(t malice of my fate, and 
all I have ſo long ſuffered be but the beginning 
of my ſorrows !''—But theſe deſponding thoughts 
only. juſt flaſhed upon her and were gone; the 
would give way to nothing which ſhould render 
her unworthy the care of Providence, by diſtruſt- 
ing it, and her mind became happily compoſed. 

 \ The third day after her arrival at this aſylum, 
was the day on which the waggon uſually came 
by; but little did ſhe think ſhe was much [nearer 
the accompliſhment of her wiſhes, than ber moſt 
ſanguine hopes could have flattered her with. 
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She roſe early in the morning, to give as little 
trouble to the ſervants as ſhe could, and came 
down ſtairs. As they were preparing her break- 
faſt, and ſhe was ſitting with one infant in her 

lap, and the other lying on a little ſtool near her, 
a footman came haſtily in, and called to the butler, 
ſaying, John, here's your brother at the gate.“ 
The butler ran haſtily, and preſently returned 
with a perſon, whoſe face Jemima thought ſhe was 
" acquainted with. But on viewing him more at- 
tentively, and hearing him ſpeak, recollected it 
was the man who had aſſiſted at her marriage, and 
been paſſed upon her as a country gentleman |! 

A thouſand various thoughts at once aflailed 
her,” To ſee before her eyes a perſon, who fo 
*well knew the truth of her engagements with Lo- 
thario, and at the ſame time to ſee him in a cha- 
racter ſo widely different from what ſhe could have 
expected, raiſed in her mind ſuch confuſed emo- 
tions as her ſpirits were unable to ſuſtain, and 
the fainted away. The ſervants running to her 
-alliſtance, made the ſtranger turn his eyes that 
way : but, what his aſtoniſhment; his joy, when, 
in the face of this fair afflicted, he plainly diſco- 
vered the features of her he had with ſo much 
pains been ſearching All the time they were 
uſing means to revive her, and ſome moments 
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after her recovery, he was unable to utter any 
thing but exclamations of tranſport ; and ſhe her- 
ſelf was the firſt to gain preſence of mind to en- 
quire about Lothario. He then gave her a brief 
detail of the anxiety Lothario was in to fee her, 
and the impatience the good old lady, his mother, 
expreſſed to embrace her and her two grandchildren; 
of the fruitleſs enquiries he had made for her all 
over London, and being now returning, with a 
heart opprefled with grief, he was ſo fortunate 
to call that way ta fee his brother, 
Aſter ſome farther explanation, the quality and 
condition of Jemima became plain enough to all 
who heard it; and one of the maids, who had 
taken a particular fancy to her, was fo tranſported 
with joy, that ſhe could not forbear running in 
to her miſtreſs, and acquainting her with what 
had paſſed. The lady was aſtoniſhed at ſo extra- 
ordinary an event, and impatient to have it con- 
firmed, ſent for Jemima and the ſervant of Lo- 
thario, whoſe maſter they were perfectly acquainted 
with. After having gratified her curioſity to the 
utmoſt, and hearing the dangerous ſtate of Lotha- 
rio's health, thought there was no time to be loſt, 
and told Jemima ſhe ſhould have her coach i imme- 
diately got ready, which, as the roads were good, 
would carry her home that night. 
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It would be needleſs -to recite the congratula- 
tions on the one part, and the grateful acknow- 
ledgements on the other. We ſhall, therefore, 
only ſay, that the lady compelled Jemima to ex- 
change the habit ſhe had on for a rich robe de 
chambre of her own, and all other things ſhe had 
occaſion for ; ſhe alſo had the children wrapt in 
fine mantles; and as ſoon as every thing was 
ready, they: ſet forward, attended by the lady's 
oven woman in the coach, and a ſervant on horſe- 
back. —— They arrived about dufk in the evening 
at the ſeat of Lothario, where Jemima bad the 
infinite ſatis faction to find herſelf received with 
the greateſt tenderneſs by a mother whoſe charac- 
ter ſhe had formerly been made ſo much to dread. 
The firſt teſtimony: this good lady gave of her 
goodneſs, was to make handſome preſents to thoſe 
Who bad attended Jemima, and alſo wrote a letter 
to their miſtreſs, full of acknowledgments for the 
favours ſhe had conferred on her daughter-in-law 
and grandchildren ; and intreating her acceptance 
of a ſmall token of her (gratitude, which ſhe in- 
cloſed a diamond ring of conſiderable value. 
Te happineſs of ſemima would now have been 
perfect, had Lothario's ſtate of bodily health been 
equal to that of his mind; but, alas ! his mortal 
frame was too far exhauſted, and the lamp of life 
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nearly extinguiſhed, on her arrival. Great pre- 
caution was taken, leſt what he defired moſt 
ſhould be fatal to bim; they did not therefore 
inform him all at once that ſhe was come; yet 
when he ſaw her, he fell into faintings, alarming 
to all preſent. It would be impoſſible to deſcribe 
the concern that overwhelmed her tender heart, 
and what a mixture of delight and grief ſhe felt 
at the marks of unfeigned affection he gave, on 
his recovery, to herſelf and little ones, 
Perceiving within himſelf, however, that his 
date of life was almoſt expired, he ordered his 
will to be made, in which he ſettled five hundred 
pounds a year, by way of jointure, on his dear 
wife, ſix thouſand pounds as a portion for his 
younger ſon, with a few other legacies, and the 
bulk of his eſtate on the firſt-born of Jemima. 
But it muſt be mentioned, that in order to 
leave every thing as ſecure as poſſible, he had the 
beſt civilians as well as divines conſulted on the 
ſubject of his marriage, who all agreed it was va- 
lid, and no manner of. diſpute could afterwards 
ariſe upon it. His worldly affairs being thus 
ſettled to his mind, he devoted himſelf entirely to 
the thoughts of a future ſtate, and died in a few 
days, full of reſignation and compoſedneſs. 
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Such a loſs could not but be very affecting to 
Jemima, as well as to his mother; but they were 
both too well acquainted with their duty not to 
ſubmit to the will of Heaven; and, after the 
firſt emotions were over, each endeavoured to 
conſole the other. | 
Our heroine, indeed, gave the trueſt proof of 
her affection, by* forming, and perſevering in, a 
reſolution neyer to know a ſecond bed, and by the 
care of his children's education, who promiſe to 
be hereafter ſhining examples, that, in an age 
abounding with vice and folly, it is not impoſlible 
to be WIS E and VIRTUOUS. 
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— as TO THE A ku , 


Friends of Literature, and Public in general. * 
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THE PuBLISHFR, being solicitous to deserve the pa- 
tronage of a generous Public, begs leave to inform the 
lovers of polite Literature, that he will give the greatest 
encouragement for such new works of genius, (Trans- 
lations. or Originals) as are calculated to delight and 
iastruct the mind. He thinks it necessary, however, 
to pledge himself, that he will never presume to obtrude 
on an intelligent Community any Tale, which might, 
in the smallest degree, convey the contagion of vice to 
the innocent and youthful heart, 

Having engaged a Designer and Engravers, eminent 
in their professions, to aid his efforts, he flatters him. 
ſelf, that, with respect to plates, paper, typography, 
and uniformity, his publications will not be deemed un- 
worthy a place in the best libraries. 

„ Letters, (post paid). or personal applications, to 
A. NEIL, No. 1, Evesham Buildings, Sommers Town, 
will be punctually attended to, 


The Publiſher cannot omit thus publicly return- 


ing his grateful acknowledgments to the Right Hon. 
Lady D-—, for the copy of her beautiful Tale of 
EDWARD AND ELLEN, (the intended publication 
of which is announced on the Wrapper of this History) ; 
and has little doubt but the perusal will be as highly 
gratifying to the Public, as he feels himself honoured 


by her present.—An elegant engraving is now in hand, 


from a masterly design, taken from the passage ſug- 
gested by her Ladyship. 
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Translated from the Spanish. 


